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in-law. I was the chief guest. Very merry, this affair. Some
great stories. It ended with bridge.
Wednesday, July 20th.
By way of holiday to-day, the day after finishing my novel,
I wrote two Evening Standard articles, one in the morning
and the other in the afternoon. I went for three walks, and
my weight in the evening was less than it can have heen for
very many years. 10 st. 9 Ib. 13 oz.
Thursday, July 2ist.
I prepared the whole of the copy for my next book of essays
(I thought of a title " Gusto " for it, but I doubt if it will do.) *
This was my second day's work after finishing my novel. Bodkin
came for lunch.
Friday, July 22nd.
I wrote the preface to my new book of essays during the morn-
ing, despite interruptions. Then I walked quickly to the Reform
Club and lunched with Masterman, etc. Masterman was in great
form. After lunch his description of the state of things in the
East End inspired me to resolve to take politics more seriously
in my1 future articles in The World To-day than I had
intended.
As I came home on the bus (top), a woman who had climbed
up after me said: " I'm on the wrong bus, and I got on to
it so that I would travel by the same bus as Arnold Bennett/'
She was a lady and seemed quite serious. She got off the bus
before Hyde Park Corner. I was quite touched. I talked to
her a bit.
Tuesday, July 26th.
Lunched at Sybil Colefax's. Rather learned. Balfour, Lewis
Malet, Garvin, Julian Huxley. Women: Ruth Draper, Mrs.
Garvin, Lady Edward Grosvenor. More men than women. I
sat between Ruth and Mrs. Garvin. I talked to Ruth about
the critical work she might do on men. She wanted ideas for
this. Mrs. Garvin talked to me about " The Price of Love ",
for which she has much affection. This pleased me.
Bishop of Liverpoola called to see me at 6 sharp.   Wanted
1 Published as "The Savour of Life".               *Dr. David,
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